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Responses of the second-stage color
mechanisms can be plotted as functions
of a wavelength (Fig. 3):
® “A”-system response is an all
positive-value curve.
® “T"-system response for
wavelengths of about 470 nm
and 570 nm(crosspoints) is
zero and is reversed in polarity
on either side. “D”-system has
only one crosspoint in the
spectrum at about 505 nm.
If one stimulates with a single
wavelength of 505 nm, output from
"D is zero, but “T" signals green, while
“A” signals white. In fact, such a stimu-
lus is called unique green, because it
contains no blue or yellow component.
Similarly, unique blue (which contains
no red or green component) occurs at
the short-wave “T" crosspoint; and
unique yellow, at the long-wave “T"
crosspoint. There is also a unique red
(one that contains no blue or yellow
component) but it cannot be produced
by a single wavelength.
Understanding how the eye pro-
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